
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA

WORKSHOP
Quasi-Judicial Policies and Procedures

March 25, 2008
1:30 p.m.

The Board of County Commissioners met for a Workshop on Quasi-Judicial Policies and
Procedures in the County Commission Chambers on Tuesday, March 25, 2008.

Present were: Chairman Jane Sauls, Commissioners Bob Rackleff, Bryan Desloge, Ed DePuy, John
Dailey, and Cliff Thaell. Commissioner Proctor was absent.

Present: County Administrator Parwez Alam, Assistant County Administrator Alan Rosenzweig;
County Attorney Herb Thiele, and Board Secretary Rebecca Christmas.

Begin Time: 1:30 – Meeting called to Order by Chairman Sauls

Facilitator: Herb Thiele, County Attorney

Mr. Thiele shared that the Board requested a follow-up workshop be held on quasi judicial policies
and procedures with regard to the Commissioners’ role in reviewing and acting upon certain land
use matters.

Mr. Thiele provided history on quasi-judicial policies and procedures. He discussed ex parte
communications and the subsequent Statute adopted in 1995 by the Florida Statute, which allows
access by constituents to public officials in regards land use matters. Mr. Thiele expressed
concern that the statute would not stand up in court and advised caution in relying on the statute.
He advised getting any communications in writing for inclusion in the Agenda item.

Rick Bateman, 300 E. Park Avenue noted that Florida Statute 286.0115 is law, and until
overturned, is constitutional. He added that the law clearly states that on land use matters
disclosures of such communication is not required and no citizen should be prohibited from
discussing these matters with Commissioners.

Commissioner’s engaged in discussion on ex parte communications.

Commissioner Thaell acknowledged the county attorney’s caution, but expressed that he was
elected to make decisions and had no problem communicating or recording discussions held
regarding land use matters. He added that all decisions made on local government land use
matters, must be based on substantial competent evidence in the record pertaining to the
proceeding.

Commissioner DePuy confirmed with County Attorney Thiele that the current Florida Statute
concerning ex parte communications is still law and has not been overturned or invalid. He noted
that he does not have any problem talking to people for or against a land use issue and disclosing
such conversations.



Commissioner Rackleff advised that he is of the opinion that Commissioners not indulge in ex
parte communications.

Commissioner Desloge stated support for comments by Commissioners Thaell and DePuy and
would continue to receive information and disclose if feels it has merit on the issue.

Commissioner Dailey moved, duly seconded by Commissioner Thaell to approve Option 2: Do not
accept report of the County Attorney’s Office on quasi-judicial policies and procedures.

Commissioner Thaell asked the maker of the motion (Commissioner Dailey) if he would consider
an amendment to the motion to include adoption of a policy that required the disclosure of
communications with any party regarding pending land use issue.

Commissioner Dailey noted that he preferred to keep the original motion intact and did not accept
the friendly amendment.

Commissioner Rackleff asked maker of the motion (Commissioner Dailey) if he would include the
procedures noted in the Statute to remove presumptive of prejudice.

Commissioner Dailey remarked that it is his intent to thank the County Attorney for the
discussion and to ensure that commissioner’s are clear on the fact that all ex parte
communications need to be entered into the record. He does not support the addition of language
from the Statute.

Commissioner DePuy called the question duly seconded by Commissioner Desloge. The motion
carried 4-2 (Commissioners Rackleff and Thaell in descent; Commissioner Proctor absent).

The original motion carried 5-1 (Commissioner Rackleff in opposition; Commissioner Proctor
absent).

The Workshop was adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

APPROVED: _________________________
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